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BLAH BLAH: an interview series about localities, (and life) politics, (and
not) and sometimes skateboarding from BELOW,; that is, everything not
part of the above, that is, from reality.
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I am so grateful to have met Malak, Nadeen, and Zeina during the sum-
mer of 2019 when | visited Palestine. Their enthusiasm and determina-
tion reminded me of why I fell in love with skateboarding in the first place.

We talk about a few things and places that might need some explaining;
first is the organization called SkatePal which is a U.K. based non-profit
that has been supporting Palestinian youth through skateboarding and
various related projects since around 2013. The second is the Sareyyet
youth club in Ramallah which is where SkatePal was holding classes this
summer. Third is “Rosa Park,” the skatepark located just outside Nablus in
Asira Al-Shamaliya. SkatePal also constructed this park and hosts a dif-
ferent set of volunteers and classes there throughout the year. While | was
there | was lucky enough to accompany some skaters from Ramallah as
they visited the park for the first time. You can refer to the maps on the
inside cover for a rough idea of where these places are.

1 wish to thank Malak, Nadeen, and Zeina a lot for taking the time to talk
with me and allowing this zine to be printed. Thank you to Momoe for the
translations and illustrations. This conversation took place on August 17,
2019 and though it’s short, | hope to interview them again soon.
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WILL: So for introductions, can every say their names, age, and how long
they’ve been skating?

ZEINA: My name is Zeina, I’'m 17 years old, I’ve been skating for 3 or 4
months.

NADEEN: My name is Nadeen Zahran, I’'m 14 years old, and I’ve been
skating for one month.

MALAK: I'm Malak, I’'m I5 years old, I've been skating since about one
year ago.

W: And how did you all first get into skating?

Z: One year ago | went to Jayyous skatepark with my friend’s mom who’s
a journalist. | asked the kids skating there who built the skatepark and
they told me about SkatePal. | started to follow them on Instagram and
I found out about the lessons at the Sareyyet club. | started going there
and that’s how | got to know more about skateboarding.

N: 1 wasn’t really interested about skating, but then Zeina told me about
it and | came to Sareyyet and | started to skate!

M: Actually I first knew about skateboarding from cartoons. There is
“Angelo Rules” if you ever heard of that.

W: | haven’t but I'll look it up.

M: Yeah. And there was a time when | was sitting in my house and scroll-
ing on Facebook and | saw a post for Sareyyet. It said there will be skate
classes so | also started going and getting more into skateboarding from
there.

W: Now that you guys are into it, do you also pay attention to the culture
around it? Are there any skaters you look up to? Or any videos you watch
on YouTube?

M: Yeah | do! There is Berrics, stuff like the games of S.K.A.T.E.

Z: | always watch skating videos on Instagram, also skating movies.

N: Yeah when | started skating, | followed all the pages that had any-
thing to do with skating. And | watched a lot of videos on YouTube about
tricks, that kind of stuff. Also, all the posters hanging on my wall are just
about skating. Now me and Zeina always send skating stuff to each other.

W: Who's one of your favorite skaters?

Z: Maybe it’s Tony Hawk. He’s awesome.

M: My favorite skater was Ryan sheckler in the first months of being a
skater. But now | have other favorites like Ryan Lay, Andy Anderson, and

actually just all the skaters who are supporting the skate scene here to be
better and volunteering with skatepal.

N: Actually I like skaters from Palestine. Maybe Aram, or Maen, because
they are from Palestine and they’re doing so well! So | look up to them.
Maybe my favorite is Aram, he’s so good and he’s also so nice! I'm so
proud of him. | see him teaching and talking about us in other countries
and it’s just so cool, that’s why | look up to him!

W: Speaking of it, what do you guys think of the current skateboarding
culture in Palestine?

Z: Yeah, | really want to see the scene grow bigger in Ramallah. | want
them to build a skatepark as soon as possible because the kids at Asira
are so good and progressing so fast. | would love to see the scene here
grow.

M: | know a lot of people who are seeing me skating and they’re just like,
“you have to teach me how to skate!” When | meet people who see me
now they often ask me to teach them and help them get into skateboard-
ing and become skaters because it’s something that’s really cool.

N: Yeah!

Z: But most people don’t really know about skateboarding, it’s not a
thing here.

N: When I’'m just holding my skateboard people always ask me and a lot
of them think it’s so cool that there’s classes and stuff. Especially for the
people here in Palestine, they really want something that can help them
do something...

Z: Something that gives them freedom

N: Yeah, exactly.

N: The situation here... So all the kids need anything that makes them
feel special, makes them feel like they are doing something with their
lives, makes them feel like they are free. And | think skateboarding is a
sport, but it’s nothing like the other sports.

Z: Yeah, it’s a way to express yourself...

N: The idea of it is so beautiful; you keep trying and trying and trying
and you shouldn’t give up!

Z: It also teaches you to be patient about stuff.

N: Yeah that’s true.

M: And there’s no differences between the skaters.

Z: Everyone is equal.

M: You can be whoever you want!

Z: And I feel like skaters are always supporting each other. Like if you




land a new trick people will be happy for you.
N: Yeah! When | do anything, people are so supportive.
Z: They will cheer you up.
N: We’'re like a family here.
M: A family, exactly.

W: What do you guys think about SkatePal and the importance that it
had in bringing a part of skateboarding to Palestine? Has it been a good
experience?

Z: Yes, SkatePal is doing so good. They bring skaters and they help us
learn how to do stuff. SkatePal is also bringing us skateboards since we
have no way of getting boards. There’s no skateshops here so it’s hard for
us. And we don’t have a skatepark, so if it wasn’t for SkatePal it would be
very different.

N: Yes!

M: They’re an amazing organization of people.

N: | also think that it has been good for both of us because they bring
people here to teach us how to skate and we can teach them about the
situation in Palestine. | think Palestine is such a different place compared
to different countries. So | think that the people that live outside can have
a chance to see the true parts, get to know the real Palestine.

Z: Yeah, it’s not all about skateboarding, it’s also about getting to know
the culture.

N: Getting to know about the conflict between us and the Israelis, | think
all of this stuff is so important to know for these people. | think it’s so
great they can hear our voice because it’s so hard to get it out sometimes.

W: It’s so cool that skateboarding can be the channel to communicate
these bigger ideas...

N: And like | think here we need anything just to make us feel like we’re
not in a prison.

M: Yeah!

N: We’re doing something, and skating is a positive thing.

Z: It’s really a way to break out, to also show people who you are. But-
sometimes we get kicked out of normal parks (in Ramallah), so having a
space is very important too.

N: Yeah we are skating in Sareyyet now but the situation there is not so
good either... The people that work there always blame us for problems,
and the people think that skating is such a uncool thing. Or that it’s too
normal or easy...
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M: Or it’s a bad thing.

Z: We need a skatepark!

N: It makes me mad when the kids at Sareyyet told us that this is so
stupid, or when they made fun of the boys because they were playing
S.K.A.T.E, or when they make fun of girls because they think it’s not for
girls... this makes me really mad!

W: These are the boys at Sareyyet right, the ones that play basketball and
soccer? Or the organizers of the park too?
Z: Yeah, everyone.

W: That’s too bad. The good news is it seems like a real park in Ramallah
is just coming very soon! But besides a skatepark and a skateshop, is
there any other things you’d like to see for the future of skating in Ramal-
lah?

Z: Yeah of course. People here don’t know about skateboarding so they
should know more about it!

M: Yeah and also to have good ideas about skateboarding. That this is
maybe something that can change themselves and their country, and be a
better person. Maybe there will be peace from skateboarding, who knows!

Z&N: Yes!

Z: It’s so important to free your minds and learn.

N: And to respect all people and ideas. | think that each person had an
accident or event that changed them and | think that was skateboarding
for me. It changed me so much, but to the good side, not to the bad side!

W: Me too!

Z: So people should definitely learn more about skateboarding.

N: We can do events to talk about skateboarding, or talk about SkatePal,
we can go to schools, do all this stuff...

W: Do you guys also remember when we were skating at the plaza? All
those men were sitting there watching and becoming very impressed. |
think it really changes their perception of a lot of things, the way they see
their own city and their own people....

Z: And everyone who tried skateboarding—they love it right away!

N&M: Yeah!

Z: Like when I first told Nadeen about the lessons, she was like, “It’s not
really my thing,”and now...

N: I’'m talking about it 24/7!

W: Okay so lot of people have misconceptions about Palestine and some-
times they just don’t know about the situation. | think many skaters have
no idea that skateboarding is even happening in Palestine. What’s your
advice on how to open up a way to communicate with these people, per-
haps for skaters in particular?

N: I think they should research it themselves and connect with Palestin-
ians, or Palestinian skaters here. Maybe we can also do a website talking
about our stories, and people from Japan or Palestine or where ever can
learn about us through there.

Z: And I think that for every volunteer that comes with SkatePal, when
they go back to their countries they should share their experiences and
talk about Palestine.

M: Yes, of course.

N: That’s why me and Zeina always try to take the volunteers to muse-
ums and teach them about the culture. Remember when we all saw each
other at the Yasser Arafat museum?

W: That was really funny. | didn’t know you guys then but | could immedi-
ately tell you were all skaters.

N: Yeah! So basically when any volunteer comes here, we will try to talk
about the situation or take them to the museum...

Z: So then they can go home and talk about it. It’s a really good way for
people to learn more about Palestine.

N: Actually many volunteers didn’t know a lot and | was shocked! And
most of them are from the countries that have things to do with Israel...

W: A lot of British and American people...

N: Yeah exactly, so then they would be like, “Oh my god this is so bad, we
didn’t know about it. Our schools didn’t tell us about this!” So | think we
should tell them and they should share it.

Z: And I think Palestinian skaters like Maen and Aram should also keep
telling people outside about the skating here...

W: Definitely. Something else that really struck me is that you guys are
at the beginning of skate culture in Palestine. This is very interesting for
many reasons but something that especially struck me was that there
seems to be an equal number of boys and girls participating. Does this

sound right?
Z: |1 think that’s true.
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N: For us, there’s no difference for the people who skate, but even here
(in Ramallah) girls can’t do simple things, like riding a motorcycle by
themselves.

M: They can’t do whatever they want.

N: So let’s say skateboarding is a good thing for Palestine—it’s also good
for lots of girls. That would be the best. It’s interesting because as girls,
we are the first generation of girls that skate so we should create a good
image of skaters here.

M: Yes, that’s what we’re working on.

Z: But | think to some people there is a lot of difference...

N: Yes. When most people ask me about skateboarding, about half will
be really interested in what I’'m doing and why I’m skating. But the other
half will say mean things and stuff just because I’'m holding a skateboard.

Z: They think it’s not a real sport.

M: Yeah...

W: Regardless., you guys are always turning around and teaching the new-
er skaters, right?

M: Yes, always.

N: One time me and Zeina were teaching these two kids and we didn’t
even know them at all! It turns out they weren’t from Ramallah, but we
were holding their hands and teaching them. It was great to let them know
skaters are nice.

M: | always try to teach at Sareyyet, they’re always kids everyday that
ask to try it.

N: At the plaza, sometimes parents ask me to teach their kids, and |
want to do it for sure! If | had someone to teach me from when | was really
young, | would be so happy, so | want to give this opportunity to the them.

W: It’s really inspiring because I’'m sure it’s not easy. | know there are sit-
uations, at Sareyyet for example, where some of the boys are being rude
and annoying but you continue to show up and skate. And because you’re
at the beginning, | believe you have an opportunity to make the culture in
Palestine!

N: That’s what we are going to work on, | promise you!

Z&M: Yes, yes!

W: It’s also great because there’s no rules in skateboarding and when you
teach you can do it however you want! | have to admit when | was your
age, | don’t think 1 would have been as interested in teaching younger

kids...
Z: Maybe it’s because we also want them to learn more about skate-
boarding and help spread it and make the scene grow.

W: You guys are creating a community! | wanted to ask about Asira too
though—now that some time has passed, what are your impressions of
skating at the park?

Z: To me, skating a park feels so awesome.

M: It makes you feel like you are a real skater and you are really doing
something,

N: Actually to be honest, that day was really weird. | was having fun, but
also not... | was trying to do a lot of tricks and | did some but also couldn’t.
Then when | saw the (local) kids | thought they were so cool. That really
gave me a hard push to keep going. Also when you gave me the camera,
that really change me.

W: Really?

N: I will bring it everyday and just film everything! Keisha told me she’s
going to teach me how to edit, I'm so excited—I have so many ideas of
what | want to do. So yes, that day really changed me, about everything in
my life!

Z: It was nice that at a skatepark there are only skaters, no soccer play-
ers.

M: Yeah that’s right.

Z: And those kids, it made me want to be as good as them. But the peo-
ple there were also always cheering you up!

N: Sometimes being jealous is a good thing. This is so cool, | need to do
it! | would be a little jealous, but the other half is telling me I need to do it.
I should do it. That day is a really good day to remember, 1 will never forget
it.

W: It’s one thing to view skateboarding through a video and it’s another to

see it in person and watch the person doing it in front of you. It helps you
understand how to do certain things.

N: Remember when we were at that place and you and Maen were trying
to do that trick on that thing?

W: At the plaza? at Sareyyet?
N: No at that place...
W: Oh the rail!
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M: Rail?

W: On Rukab street.

N: Even though I've watched more dangerous videos before... but when |
saw you guys actually trying it, | was terrified! | was praying that nothing
would happen to you guys, but at the same time I really enjoyed it. It was
scary.

Z: And | think when you’re watching a video like someone doing a kick-
flip it seems so easy, like | can do it. But it’s not!

M: Haha

W: Okay, can you guys share something inspiring you’d like to share with
the readers?
M: It has to do with skateboarding?

W: No, it can be about anything!

Z: | think people’s videos on Instagram, of them trying and trying and not
giving up, is so inspiring. People hurt themselves, but they don’t give up
until they get it!

N: I will also say that all the videos that | watch about skateboarding in
any social media is inspiring because | see really, really bad falls, but they
do it again! And also there is something that happened to me...a situation.
So basically when we were in Asira, Aram was trying to do that trick and
he was exhausted. | was really terrified that something will happen to
him; he was sweating so much, not able to open his eyes, | thought he was
going to...

M: Faint?

N: Yeah. | went to tell him to stop but then he said, “No Nadeen, | have
to do it”, and then he did it and he was so happy! So that really touched
me inside and | said to myself | shouldn’t give up about anything. Not just
skating—anything! When | started skating | knew | was going to fall and
hurt myself but it’s so worth it. So in that situation, me telling him to sit
and rest, and him looking at my eye and saying no | have to, and then him
doing it and being so happy, that really touched my heart and changed me.

M: | agree about everything they said. One of the things that always in-
spired me is when | watch skate videos and all the people are so support-
ive. When I’'m skating, people are just supporting me and telling me yeah
you just have to keep it up, keep practicing, keep trying new tricks... Also
when | share something on IG, especially about skateboarding—when the
skaters following me are hyped of the progress | made and tell me not
to stop skating and to keep the progress up. Sometimes | don’t feel like |

did anything, but that inspires me to continue. And of course being with
my friends and lovely people, it gives me good vibes! And skateboarding
may make peace, who knows! In skateboarding everyone is accepted and
there are no challenges between normal skaters as how it is with soccer,
basketball or any other sports. Skateboarding is more about having fun
and spending time hanging out with friends—you are able to make an
unlimited number of friendships with skaters, so it’s a way to help people
understand each other!

N: The 50-50 grind was so hard, but when I did it | was screaming and
telling everyone! The people | know and the people that | don’t know, |
was telling them that i did it. | asked Keisha to film me to take some pho-
tos, and | posted it everywhere.

Z: | also recently fell on my face and hip. The next day | went to visit my
grandma and aunt and uncles and they told me to stop, that | was going
to hurt myself more. But these comments, they actually make me want to
keep skating more. No, I'll never stop!!

N: When | hurt my wrist, my mother told me | should just quit skating,
but I said if 1 quit skating because i just fall once, 1 will stop forever! So |
don’t care, 1 will keep doing it!

W: You all really remind me of when 1 first started skating and how ob-
sessed with it | was. It’s all the same experience! I'm really happy we’re
brought together by this thing that’s become very important in all of our
lives. Thank you all so much and let’s speak again soon!
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Find Malak here:
www.instagram.com/malak_x_jm/

Find Nadeen here:
www.instagram.com/a_yo_its_nadeen/

Find Zeina here:
www.instagram.com/zaina.amous/

Find Momoe here:
www.instagram.com/momoenarazaki

Find information about SkatePal here (and volunteer if you can!):

www.skatepal.co.uk

Video from my trip:
www.vimeo.com/352395984

JAYYOUS SKATEPARK
VIAFRRT—bIN=Y

SAREYYET YOUTH CLUB
YLATIVR-I—XI5T

JERUSALEM
TIVYL L

ASIRA AL-SHAMALIYA SKATEPARK
TI=ZTI-Tv)7.
Ry—bIN—2
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10BBB #24

. in the history of humankind every act of destruction meets its re-
sponse, sooner or later, in an act of creation.”
- Eduardo Galeano, Open Veins of Latin America




