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Half a year after the anti-extradition bill movement be-
gan in Hong Kong, protesters are still flowing. We visited
the “semi-autonomous” city in early December after meet-
ing with friends at the annual zinester gathering in Tokyo.
For the most part, things were quiet despite the circum-
stances; the recent district council elections compounded
with the siege at Polytechnic University seemed to have
left many exhausted and in need of a break. That being
said, there was a palpable energy, a scent of insurrection in
the air, an exciting undercurrent of restlessness and resis-
tance—a feeling that the tectonic plates of power are still
shifting below everyone’s feet.

Arriving by bus! in the busy Yau Ma Tei neighborhood
of Kowloon, we were immediately welcomed with a friend-
ly reminder sprayed on to the concrete divider of Nathan
road: Fuck the Popo.

I think it’s worth reiterating how much the anger at police
have mobilized and radicalized the movement. From the in-
cessant brutality against everyone from unarmed teenagers
to the press, to their collusion with pro-government gangs,
to the kidnapping and possible murders of protesters, to
the massive arrests? and their complete refusal to compro-
mise or even submit to an external investigation,’> Hong
Kongers across generational lines are united in distrust and
fury towards the police.

1. A semi-boycott has been called against Hong Kong’s MTR train system for

their collaboration with the police and State forces.

2. Over 6,000 and counting in December, 2019.

3. An international team of experts hired to “watchdog” Hong Kong’s police

quit in early December, unable to find cooperation from within the HKPE.



I’m hesitant to say their use of force is unprecedent-
ed—after all, police institutions across the globe use the
same exact tactics daily and are barely acknowledged by
mainstream press. But what is unusual in Hong Kong’s case
seems to be exactly this; after six months of constant cover-
age (which on the whole tend to be supportive of “pro-de-
mocracy” elements), despite the constant flow of images
documenting police firing tear gas* into defenseless crowds,
beating, and even shooting protesters with live ammunition
at point blank range, the Chinese government continues to
double down on its no-tolerance stance.

The inability from international organizations to in-
tervene in the ongoing aggression highlights a paradox in
modern society; the violence and impunity the police act
with, when coming from above in the form of protecting
systems of power, is simply what we commonly refer to as
the “law.” On the other side, the resistance, self-defense
tactics, and offensive operations taken from those below to
question and dismantle this authority is routinely dismissed
as rioting, looting, vandalism—as “crime.” Challenges to
this dichotomy are currently being fought in the city—an
example of how fragile the illusion of their authority is
once the stakes are raised.

¥I'E (Police Dogs), a derogatory slang, is sprayed ev-
erywhere in the city, especially large and repeated on MTR
stations, public thoroughfares, and near police stations. We
soon learn that the author (/T [SiuGong], who signs all
of his anti-police slogans) is somewhat of an elusive legend
in the movement, leaving his signature characters again and

4. Estimates around this writing put the number of fired canisters around 16,000.

again as sort of a public, ominous message to the cops who
have abused their power; remember my name. N tells us
she saw him briefly one night furiously spraying away and
disappearing quickly into the night, his masked face and
black clothes enshrining him in mystery. For the remainder
of the trip I grin each time we pass another /NTL fiI'H tag’
(which just so happens to be 15 minutes walking in any
direction in Hong Kong).

N later tells us about tear gas: its indescribable smell, the
painful cough that persists long after the canister is gone,
the switch to the more painful Chinese-made ones, the ex-
piration dates scratched out, the indiscriminate firing on
non-participating citizens near rallies.

N and M also tell us about the joys of graffiti: of tagging
thought-out and/or spontaneous slogans and drawings in
the streets, of being shielded from cameras by unknown
comrades and their umbrellas, of walking by their messag-
es in the daytime and laughing at the mistakes, of other
graffiti enthusiasts amending and adding annotations, of-
ten leaving friendly notes. The walls and streets are alive
with these messages, the city simply unable to keep up with
the cleaning. The surfaces are alive in dialogue, speaking to
each other and each passerby, like flowing blood injected
into the lifeless steel and glass symbols of global trade and
capitalism.

On Wednesday J takes us to the new territories to visit
Ma Shi Po. The small village has been a microcosm of resis-
tance and a point of convergence for farmers and land-de-
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5. Many of his tags also incorporate the (V) logo popularized by Alan Moore’s

graphic novel V for Vendetta.



fenders opposing Hong Kong’s North East New Territo-
ries Development plan. A small organic farm and weekly
farmers market serves as a gathering place for supporters
and newcomers to come, partake in workshops, and learn
about updates in the current developmental plans.

Things in Mapopo® are quiet today during our visit, save
for the incessant drone of construction cranes a few hun-
dred meters to the east. We’re given a small tour around the
village by one of its residents B, and together we share a de-
licious hotpot for lunch with family members and friends at
the small vegetable market in the center. Walking through
the narrow concrete path, ’m astounded at the diversity in
vegetation and wildlife.” Turning around and gazing south,
40+ story high-rise buildings loom menacingly, an uneasy
juxtaposition that makes me feel unwell.

The sounds of construction suddenly remind me of Om
Sleiman,® a small organic farm I visited in Bil’in, Palestine.
There are many similarities; while Mapopo faces constant
eviction from land and real-estate developers, Om Sleiman
faces similar threats from the Israeli government and IDF
in the name of state expansion and genocide. Both sites are
using farming as resistance, a significant action that em-
phasizes creation—in the form of using the contested land
to farm, build, and share healthy communities—instead of
the pure resistance tactics seen on the frontline barricades
in Hong Kong or stone-throwing youth in Palestine.

6. www.mapopo.wordpress.com

7. Especially birds, many of which have been attracted to this green space and

ironically become pests tor the vegetables.

8. www.facebook.com/omsleimanfarm

A large banner reads: #fff:5— (Living and farming can-
not be separated)—a fitting slogan that not only opposes
the logic of capitalism, but points towards a new way of
living. To the residents of Mapopo farming is not a means
to an end, but an alternative way to think about and nav-
igate society. How exactly the project at Mapopo fits into
the current anti-extradition movement is less clear at the
moment, but it feels that the core of their struggle, along
with Om Sleiman’s, is innately linked with other confron-
tations against authority around the world.

We bring some vegetables from the farm back to Yau Ma
Tei to share with members of So Boring,’ a vegetarian co-op
and infoshop collective facing continuous harassment from
various government bodies for operating autonomously.
We share (another!) hotpot with old and new friends in the
street sitting on chairs of various shapes and sizes. Stuffed
full of vegetables and tofu, I’m grateful and reminded again
of how important carved spaces like this is to gather and
talk.

For a little while, I speak with D about collective wood-
block print-making, and members of Printhow!® share
a banner they created with migrant workers for migrant
pride. Upstairs, prints from Korean activists opposing the
naval base on Jeju island are hung up, as are prints we rec-
ognize from Tokyo’s A3BC.!! There’s a strength in printing
together, a simple way to build communities and empower
people to make their own images embedded with their own

9. www.facebook.com/wearesoboring
10. www.facebook.com/printhow

11. www.a3bcollective.org
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stories. The woodblock collectives are a thread connecting
us across borders and oceans, tying together sites of re-
sistance all working towards creating another world. We
chat some more, trade zines and drink warm tea, enjoying
the pleasant December evening together under the last full
moon of the year.

On Friday, we meet with friends and walk south towards
the science museum in Tsim Sha Tsui where secondary
school students are holding a rally. M gives us face masks,!?
anonymity a concept quickly embraced and expanded upon
by participants since the beginning of the protests—prac-
tical tools for safety while symbolically emphasizing the
strength of a leaderless movement. Many students are al-
ready present by the time we arrive, most are wearing black
hoodies and jackets over their uniforms as they sit patiently
on the ground listening. The rally is a little formal, with
speakers taking turns on a stage while being filmed by a
multitude of press. Slogans are shouted and repeated en-
thusiastically,' the infamous black flags are held by solemn
looking students, and some passerbys even pose for photos
with a LED lit FREEHK sign. Behind the sign, near the
edge of the crowd, an older supporter of the movement and
friend of M has collected supplies like masks and clothing
specifically for the students to take for free.

It is organized well and proceeds smoothly as M quick-
ly translates the Cantonese for us, filling in the gaps with

12. Wearing masks in public was declared illegal by Carrie Lam in the beginning

of October.

13. 5 Demands, Not One Less, Stand for Freedom, Stand with Hong Kong.

content. However it soon becomes obvious that the stu-
dents are invariably more interesting and inspiring. Two of
the older speakers in particular'* tread dangerously close
to what I feel is a sort of parental posturing; emphasizing
non-violent resistance and a faith in electoral politics re-
spectively. I disagree with both of these concepts personally
but what feels especially uncomfortable is the top-down
stance that echoes failures from previous student-led ac-
tions, most recently 2014’s “Umbrella Movement.” The
secondary school students meanwhile, spoke about prac-
tical issues; of personal experiences, of solidarity against
police violence, of information for the next rally—real hor-
izontal methods of organizing, sharing, and preparing for
further actions.

While another politician takes the stage my mind drifts
towards the news I had been reading about other uprisings
around the globe. To forge ahead, Hong Kong cannot be
isolated from other similar struggles against governments
and their police forces. I think we would benefit to con-
tinuously trace the contours between us and emphasize
the points of intersection that aim to dismantle all author-
ity. We can connect the poverty’ in Hong Kong with that
in Haiti or Chile, and understand the resulting protest
movements as disgust and anger with the same system. We
should also acknowledge discrepancies like, for instance,
since anti-government protests began in Iraq this year, over
400 protesters, innocent victims, and activists have been

17

14. Journalist/politician Claudia Mo, politician Raymond Wong.

15. According to official numbers, about 1.37 (18.3%) million people living

below the poverty line in one of the world’s wealthiest cities.



confirmed murdered by police to little fanfare while a mur-
der by the Hong Kong police, as of this writing, has not yet
officially been verified. The disparity in relative coverage
about the former deserve to be talked about and challenged
with our own media channels in conscious cooperation and
mutual aid. Maybe examples of creative resistance like the
farms at Mapopo and Om Sleiman can also be linked, and
larger sites like the autonomous assemblies in Rojava and
indigenous led resistance in Chiapas with the Zapitatstas
can also be models to study and apply. While the context
in each of these situations are unique, global solidarity can
function by recognizing that they all share much more than
a common enemy.

A young boy who appears to be no older than 13 takes
the microphone and speaks loudly with a passion that rous-
es the crowd back awake. Sitting on the cool brick ground
and looking around I realize I can’t remember the last time
I’ve been surrounded by this many young attentive people
(not even scrolling on their phones!). At the moment, it’s
hard to imagine students back in Japan staging an event
like this. My eye eventually falls on a young girl in a black
face mask. She’s walking slowly through the crowd with a
bag full of warm buns offering them to anyone who’s hun-

gry. The future of this place will lie in the hands of people
like her.

We’re all dimly illuminated by the gigantic billboard ad-
vertisements and extravagance of Hong Kong Island across
the harbor as endless streams of airplanes fly in low, straight
paths above our heads and anti-riot police with helmets
and weapons watch warily from the distance. In the middle
of this site—a city ravaged by a history of colonialism and
capitalism—we all sit together; listening, breathing, flow-
ing, proving that a different life is possible.

The continuous struggle of Hong Kongers'® in the face
of such violent oppression and in defiance of a world pow-
er determined not to budge is clearly inspiring. There are
aspects of the anti-extradition movement I also find alarm-
ing, and some, like trends towards nationalism and faith
in electoral systems I definitely disagree with. But travel-
ing to the city, learning about nuances in the movement,
and hearing experiences from those involved is a privilege
and an opportunity to begin understanding and practicing
global solidarity. More than anything, we’re so grateful for
the mutual support from our friends who shared their ex-
periences with us and made this trip possible. Thank you.
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16. I use this phrase broadly to include all those supporting the movement,

especially the marginalized and those living in the city without resident cards.
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