MY EYES ON
PALESTINE
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OUR WORLD CHANGED ON OCTORER 7TH.
WE BOTH FELT LIKE OUR HEARTS COULD NO LONGER SMILE
EXCEPT FOR THE MOMENTS WHEN WATCHING OUR CHILD
LAUGH AND PLAY HAPPILY.
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HIS SOUL COULD HAVE
BEEN BORN IN GAZA,
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WHEN | SEE AGRQUP OF BIRDS FLYING OVER

PEQPLE GATHERING AND STANDING UP FOR PALESTINE,

I IMAGINE THOSE BIRDS ARE CARRYING THE SOULS OF
CHILDREN WHO DIED IN GAZA.
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| IMAGINE THEY ARE HAPPY TO SEE US AND
FEELING THE FREEDOM \N THE BLUE SKY.
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| GOT PREGNANT
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| REMEMBER
WE BOTH HAD

MIXED FEELINGS,
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BUT WE COULD'NT
DENY THE DEEP
HAPPINESS INSIDE VS,

AND HOW PRECGIOUS
>\ THE MIRACLE OF

f" LIFE EELT, ESPECIALLY

.% IN THIS MOMENT.
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THE SMALL LIFEINSIDE SMONTHS
MY STOMACH \S
GROWING EVERYDAY,
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THIS SMALL LIFE IS
GETTING READY TO
COME OUT TO THE

WORLD,

THE FUCKING WORLD
THAT HAS LET THIS
GENQCIDE CONTINUE.
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WHEN | WAS 6 MONTHS PREGNANT,
WEWENT TO TOKYO TO VISIT QUR
FRIENDS AND JOIN SOME PROTESTS
FOR PALESTINE,

WE WENT TO ONE AT
TAKADANOBABA STATION.
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WE WERE SO HAPPY TQ FEELTHE
GOOD ENERGY. THE DIVERSITY OF
PEOPLE WAS INSPIRING.

BUT THE AMOUNT OF PEQPLE
PASSING BY AS IF THEY DID'NT HEAR
OUR VOICES MADE ME SAD AT THE
SAME TIME,
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AND | WAS EXHAYSTED,

Too MucH B16 MISTALE

PEOFLE NOT BRANGING
P A STROLLER
L J
NOT EATING i‘:‘;z
DECENT MEALS :
L ALL-TIME
NON - §TOP (1 GRUMPY
WALKING CHILD

| FELT EXTREMELY GRATEFUL
WHEN | FOUND A MOM MAKING A
SPACE FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN
TO SIT DOWN AND DRAW SIGNS.
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WHEN THE CHANTING STARTED,

MY SON STARTED WAVING HIS SIGN
AND CHANTING QUVIETLY, IWAS SO
PROUD OF HIM,
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THERE WAS ASPEECH BY A WOMAN,
WHO HAS A FAMILY IN GAZA.

SHE SCREAMED THAT SHE HAD
ALREADY LOST MANY MEMBERS OF
HER FAMILY, AND THE WORLD IS STILL
LETTING THE GENOCIDE CONTINUE
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AND HOW PEOPLE COULD STILL BE
SO IGNORANT
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IT WAS ACTUALLY MY FIRST TIME
HEARING PALESTINIAN'S WORDS IN
PERSON | GOT VERY EMOTIONAL
AND COULD'NT HOLD MY TEARS,
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AND SUDDENLY, | REALIZED MY
MIND WAS FULL OF ANXIETY.

EVEN THE BEAT OF DRUMS BEHIND
THE CHANTING FELT LIKE IT WAS
HURTING MY STOMACH,
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IS THE BABY OK?
DID | WALK TOO MUCH?

| CANT BREATH
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WE DECIDED TO TAKE A TAXI
TO THE HOTEL.
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I THINK IT WAS JUST SOME KIND OF
REACTION IN MY BRAIN

STRUGGLING TO PROCESS LOTS
OF EMOTIONS FOR THELAST
FEW MONTHS.
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FIRST TIME ALOPECIA AREATA
(SUDDEN HAIR LOSS) ON MY HEAD
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THE DOCTOR TOLD ME | HAVE TO
CHECK MY BLOOD SUGAR RATE
BECAUSE OF THE GESTATIONAL
DIABETES.
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ITIS STRESSFUL THAT | HAVE TO BE
CAREFUL WITH WHAT | EAT,

AND ALSO STICK A NEEDLE INMY
FINGER 3TIMES A DAY TO CHECK
THE BLOOD SUGAR.
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BUT IMAGINE BEING PREGNANT
IN GAZA.

IMAGINE YOU HAVE NO HOUSE,
FOOD, WATER, MEDICAL SUPPLIES,
HOSPITALS OR DOCTORS.
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IMAGINE YOU HAVE TO KEEP RUNNING
AWAY WITH YOUR HEAVY STOMACH,
CARRYING ALL OF YOUR THINGS WHILE
HOLDING YOUR CHILDRENS HANDS,
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IMAGINE YOU ARE AT RISK OF GETTING
ATTACKED AND MURDERED 24 HOURS
EVERYDAY,
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IMAGINE EVEN IF YOU GIVE ABIRTH
TO AHEALTHY BABY, THERE IS NO
SAFE AND CLEAN PLACE TO REST
FOR EITHER OF YOU.
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IMAGINE YOU ASK YOUR PARTNER OR
CHILD TO LOOK FOR FDOD AND WATER,
AND THEY NEVER COME BACKTO

YOU ALIVE,
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MY LIFE 1§ EXTREMELY PRIVILEGED.

WHY ?
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I AM AWARE OF MY SELFISHNESS.
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SELFISHNESS THAT | DONT
WANT TO LOSE MY PEACEFUL
LIFEINFRONT OF ME
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BUT | AM ALSO AWARE THATTHE
"PEACE" I'M LIVING N IS BUILT ON
TRAGEDY AND VIOLENCE,
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PEACE BOUGHT BY A HISTORY OF
IMPERIALISM AND COLONIALISM,
COUNTLESS HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS AND WAR CRIMES
COMMITED BY JAPAN.
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MY GRANDPA WAS A SURVIVOR OF
THE HIROSHIMA ATOMIC BOMBING,

IHEARD HIS STORY SO MANY TIMES -
HOW SCARY WAR 1S AND THAT
“PEACE" IS WHAT WE SHOULD SEEK
ALLTHE TIME.
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| ALWAYS TOLD HIM HOW THANKFUL
AND LUCKY | AM BECAUSE IF HE WAS
KILLED THERE, | WOULD'NT EXIST
HERE INTHIS WORLD.
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BUT | HAVE NEVER REALLY
QUESTIONED HIM OR MYSELF ABOUT
HOW MANY FUTURE LIVES HAD
BEEN TAKEN BY JAPAN,

IHAVE NEVER IMAGINED HOW
MANY LIVES ARE STILL OPRESSED
BY OUR PRIVILEGED "PEACE".

VURLAFHFIAEHORRAGER 20N ALSOFHOLRSLA. TEER. 5<nAz2n

ZhBMAYRESTI NI -BLE T,

ARFIOELTVIGATHEAT 2L 1o

IALWAYS THOUGHT WE ARE VICTIMS
ASKING FOR "PEACE"

WHAT DOES "PEACE" MEAN?
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(THE STATE OF ISRAEL WAS BUILT ON

AND HISTORY OF PALESTINE.
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TOP OF THE LAND, PEOPLE, CULTURE
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PALESTINE HAS BEEN OCCUPIED
AND PALESTINIANS HAVE LOST
THEIR HCMES AND FREEDOM FOR
MORE THAN 76 YEARS,
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"AND NOW ISRAEL IS TRYING TO
DESTROY GAZA COMPLETELY.
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'TODAY, WE ARE WITNESSING A
GENOCIDE,
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THIS IS WHAT ISRAEL IS DOING TO
PROTECT THEIR "PEACE",
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EVERYTHING IS CONNECTED.
EVERY CHOICE YOU MAKE MATTERS.

WHAT'S HAPPENING INPALESTINE IS
ARESULT OFALL THE CHOICES WE
MAKE COLLECTIVELY,
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| WE CAN TAKE BACK RESPONSIBILITY
OF OUR FUTURE,
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AFUTURE BEYOND “PEACE".
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PALESTINE IS SHOWING US WE NEED
IBERATION BEFORE "PEACE",

FREE PALESTINE.
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THE EXPECTED DATE OF BIRTH FOR QUR
NEW CHILD IS JULY 15TH, 2024 .
WHAT KIND OF WORLD THE BABY WILL SEE?
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ITS UP TO US.
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